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[EXCERPT FROM LAUNCH SPEECH]
“Tonight we are proud to launch our third season since
commencing programming and managing of The
Mechanics Institute in Brunswick. This season we have a
focus on hybrid works.
We have programmed a promoted Live Works season,
we also have two festivals in this season – Brunwick Music
Festival and Melbourne Iinternational Comedy Festival, as
well as our general program of curated hirers.
We’ve been very busy here over the past few months!
We’ve undertaken a face-lift of the front of house area,
built a new performance space—the Blackbox—from
the old office, and created a new gallery space to
display mutimedia works. We have hosted Artists Dinners
with independent artists to find out how we can better
work with them, and supported over 25 independent
artists to develop their work through discounted space,
space grants or labour exchanges, which has seen many
talented artists working with us in other areas of the
company.
We have also worked with Loupe Studio to create our
new brand and website, which we also launch today, as
well as our second round of EOI’s which close on April 20.

SEASON 1 2015
April 28-May 3—Blackbox
We have Hallie Shellam’s intimate one on one
performance Is This Somewhere you’ve been before that
investigates ‘missing person X’—part interview, part reenactment.

May 29
Inventi Ensemble a collaboration between Ben Obie and
Melissa Doecke – two of Australia’s finest soloists devoted
to performing the finest music for all ages – reinvigorating
the classics.

May 5-8—Studio
MKA Theatre of New Writing bring their brand of bold
performance to the studio. Expen$$$ive—the most famous
supergroup you’ve never heard of. Be part of their next
music video.

4-13 June - Theatre
Moreland Theatre Company – who have a long history
of presenting works at this venue with local community
members bring a modern take on Euripdes classic tale,
The Bachae.

May 12-17—Studio
Iris Gallaird and Georgia Symons bring a live game to the
venue with In The Dark.
June 18-28—Across the venue—Metanoia’s 10Cs
Brunswick Music Festival 6-15 March
Including Malcolm Hill’s book & CD launch for Plinth and
Finger.
MICF 24th March-April 11
Centrelink The Musical—back by popular demand with a
brand new cast.
April 7-12
Tanya Lossano’s Passenger part stand up part storytelling
about relatives and all their relative craziness.
April 16-May 3—Theatre
Boutique Theatre with their egalitarian philosophy of
making honest, intimate and provocative work bring you
Tigers be Still by Kim Rosenstock. A comedy about the
misadventures of a young art therapist.
May 7 – May 16 - Theatre
Melbourne City Ballet—Australias only full time professional
not for profit neoclassical ballet company, brings us Exhale
featuring choreography by international choreographer
Brendan Bradshaw.

June 18 – 28 – Across the venue
Metanoia present our own brand of immersive
work in 10Cs—a sensory exploration of the ten
commandments where ten artists each grapple
with one of the commandments.
Featuring artists Vissolela Ndenzako, Dagmara
Gietysztor, Chi Vu, Zoe Meagher, Rob Jordan and
Brienna McNish, Kylie Supski and Reverse Butcher,
Gorkem Acaroglu, Shane Grant and Greg Ulfan.

In less than two years Metanoia have produced and programmed an eclectic and diverse range of works within our unique and
historic spaces. The Dumb Waiter presented a minimalist version of Harold Pinter’s dark masterpiece to high praise.

The Dumb Waiter
November 2013

"THE DUMB WAITER" by Harold Pinter
Presented by Metanoia Theatre
Directed by:
Gorkem Acaroglu
Performed by:
Leslie Simpson
and Greg Ulfan
Lighting and Set design by:
Shane Grant

Two men wait in a room for their instructions.
Who are they? What are they waiting for?
As the audience piece together the puzzle
of two men’s lives, they ask: What are we all
waiting for?
Harold Pinter’s classic text rarely sees the
light of day in Australia. This play is sinister,
absurdly funny and good old-fashioned
entertainment at its best. The Dumb Waiter
was ground breaking in its day – and today is
just as smart and original.

I look forward to reading more about Metanoia’s
intentions in program for their 2014 season.
Jason Whyte, aussietheatre.com.au
Short, sharp and uncompromising, the production is an
exciting augury for Metanoia Theatre's coming season.
Rebecca Harkins-Cross, Sydney Morning Herald
A delicious portent of things to come. See this if you can in its
limited run; it will whet your appetites for Metanoia’s full menu
next year, and it’s highly entertaining.
Coral Drouyn, Stage Whispers

METANOIA THEATRE PRODUCTIONS-2013/2014

Fortune, Incosolable, Night
May 2014
"FORTUNE" “INCONSOLABLE” & “NIGHT”
by Raimondo Cortese
Presented by Metanoia Theatre
“Fortune” directed by Gorkem Acaroglu
Performed by Joseph Sherman & Nicholas
Kato
“Night” directed by Greg Ulfan
Performed by Zoe Stark & Artemis Ioannides
“Inconsolable” directed by Leslie Simpson
Performed by Anna Burgess & Dennis
Manahan

Love, lust and loss - Three chance encounters
between strangers

reveal the intricacies inherent in all human
relationships.

Metanoia Theatre’s Artistic Directorate each
directed one work by acclaimed modern
Australian playwright Raimondo Cortese.

These Metanoia renditions of Cortese’s plays
allowed the audience to engage with the
artistic vision of three diverse directors and
see their directorial styles deftly and succinctly
juxtaposed.

Each short piece, thoughtfully appropriated
from the longer Roulette: 12 Dialogues,
explored a chance meeting between two
people, based on one of the Twelve Branches
of Life from Chinese Cosmology.
In these intimate encounters, ordinary people
cross a range of emotional terrains and

Metanoia Theatre have breathed new life into a theatre that
was beginning to look and feel tired and suburban. An entity
to watch out for. Still in its infancy, Metanoia promises great
things to come. Catch them now and you too can say you
were there when it was all starting.
Leonard Miller, Toorak Times

Centrelink The Musical
April 2014

“CENTRELINK THE MUSICAL”
Conceived by Rohan Harry
Written by Adam Wilson
Original music by Nathan Leigh Jones
Directed by Greg Ulfan
Performed by: Dylan Lloyd, Harlene Hercules,
Artemis Ioannides, Adam Wilson

There’s a story behind every dole form and,
with the recent budget cuts, Les Misérables
are even more bloody miserable.
Centrelink the Musical is a very contemporary
re-vamp of an acclaimed modern and uniquely
Australian work featuring a pregnant woman, a
student and a guy in a wheel chair as well as a
rather evil government employee...
Previously sold out at Melbourne and Adelaide
Fringe Festivals, and our extended 2014
Comedy Festival season, Metanoia is again
producing Centerlink The Musical for a second

season at the Mechanics Institute as part of
the 2015 Comedy Festival season, providing
another opportunity to find out why everyone
is queuing up and joining the song and dance
of Metanoia’s version of everyone’s favourite
dole line!

A rollicking ride that delves deep into the crass
crevices of life on the dole.
theatrealive.com.au

The cast was exceptionally strong... ... the costuming
was trashy and completely appropriate... ... This show
provides some great laughs... ... Both the employed and
unemployed alike will find something to delight them in
Centrelink the Musical
Narelle Wood, Theatre Press

METANOIA THEATRE PRODUCTIONS-2014
HELL
October 2014

“HELL”
“NO EXIT”
Written by Jean Paul Sartre
Directed by Greg Ulfan
“BOBBY GOULD IN HELL”
Directed by Gorkem Acaroglu
Two plays that shine a dark light on what may
be awaiting us all on the other side...
Perfectly timed to coincide with Halloween,
HELL showcased two wickedly mischievous
works. The Metanoia team brought an off-kilter
sensibility to these significant pieces & created
a wonderfully sinister evening of theatre.

In an era of disaster porn and zombie
apocalypses, you may think you’ve become
immune to the darkness that lies behind
the curtain of life... Hell took audiences on
a diabolically twisted journey of seduction,
interrogation and confessions of adultery as
the works – written 50 years apart – offered
two unique perspectives on the afterlife and
revealed the intricacies inherent in all human
relationships.

Director Gorkem Acaroglu lets Mamet’s curt, rapid-fire
dialogue relax into a much looser rhythm.
Andrew Fuhrman , Daily Review
Hilarious and brings the ridiculousness of Mamet's script
to life with great timing and comic malleability
Cameron Woodhead,SMH
Both plays are intrinsically strong, so you can’t fail to be
challenged and intrigued.
Ulfan plays a brilliant Bobby Gould, and Young brings
an exciting interpretation to the role of the Devil. The big
surprise was Mavondo... ...she is strong and sharp and
totally dominates the stage.
Metanoia has curated this season well. There are some
clever approaches used. They have also been put in
the right order for the audience to have a thoughtful and
dynamic night of theatre.
Samsara Dunstan, Melbourne Arts Fashion

Season 1

ORBIT – Naree Vachananda
14 – 23 February
LAUGHING WILD – Rani Pramesti & Daniel Last
26 February – 1 March
SYDNEY RD STREET PARTY – Performing Arts Moreland &
Moreland City Council
2 March
BRUNSWICK MUSIC FESTIVAL – Performing Arts Moreland &
Moreland City Council
3 – 16 March
DOG SEES GOD: CONFESSIONS OF A TEENAGE BLOCKHEAD – Boutique Theatre
20 – 29 March
HEART THY NEIGHBOUR – ReAction Theatre
9 – 12 April
ADVERTISING DEATH – George Glass
16 – 19 April
EROTIC ALLELUIA – Spanish Theatre Company
23 – 27 April
THE SHAPE OF THINGS – Not The Worst Productions
30 April – 10 May
HERE COMES EVERYBODY – John Paul Hussey
5 -15 June
THE COLOUR WHITE – Westside Circus
19 – 22 June
PICNIC AT HANGING ROCK – Purely Pensive Productions
26 – 28 June
REGO, FAVORISCA IL BIGLIETTO
La Comica Variety
July 2 – July 6

METANOIA THEATRE PROGRAMMED WORKS-2014
JUGAR CON FUEGO (PLAYING WITH FIRE)
Spanish Theatre Company
Nov 26 – Nov 30
CARMEN
Melbourne City Balltet
Dec 4 – Dec 6
JACK & JILL: The Devil Chemists of Whitechapel
Madness and Tea
Nov 12 – Nov 22
PASSENGER (MICF)
Tanya Losanno
Oct 20 – Oct 26
KINGDOM OF EARTH
Mr.D Theatre
Oct 14 – Oct 18

Season 2

MELBOURNE FRINGE AT METANOIA
EVERYMAN AND THE POLE DANCERS
Auto De Fe Theatre
Oct 1 – Oct 13
BILLY POSSIBLE
One in Five Players
Sept 3 – Sept 14
SPAIN
Flamenco dance and Guitar
Aug 29 – Aug 31
ORPHANS
Steam Productions
Aug 6 – Aug 23
PREGO, FAVORISCA IL BIGLIETTO –
La Comica Variety
July 2 – July 6
MINH DUONG STORY
We Are Australia
July 9 – July 12
THE ODD COUPLE
Moreland Theatre Company
July 17 – July 19
EMERGENCE
Steph Hutchinson and John McCormick
Aug 1 – Aug 3
ROYALS
Always Working Artists
Sept 24 – Sept 27
LOVE TRIANGLE 1919
Lady Mullet Productions
Sept 23 – Sept 27
ADVERTISING DEATH
George Glass
Sept 22 -Sept 25

THE VENUE & ITS SPACES

As a Moreland resident living within a stone's throw
of the Brunswick Mechanics' Institute I have watched
the activities of Metanoia Theatre with great interest.
Where previously the theatre appeared dark and
uninviting with an evidently uninspired approach to
programming, I'm now pleased to see a significant
improvement on several fronts. The most obvious of
these is general community engagement. Attendance
at events appears to have doubled. There also seems
to be a greater variety of the kinds of events occurring
at the theatre and furthermore these performance
events reflect the diversity of the immediate local
community. Subjectively the quality of what is on offer
also appears to have improved in terms of aesthetic
content - writing, acting, direction, design and so
on. This improvement can be directly attributed to
the efforts of Metanoia Theatre as they work towards
turning a cheap and uninviting theatre for hire into a
cherished community hub.
Polash Larsen

I was the artistic associate at Metanoia Theatre last year through a VCA
professional pathways scholarship. This scholarship allowed me to gain
and consolidate a diverse range of skills with a new theatre company
based in Melbourne. I curated a music and performance poetry benefit
gig focused predominately on men's response to stopping violence
against women and it sold out. I worked in the Mechanics Institute
office for six months and learnt invaluable grant writing skills, of which
all grants I applied for were successful. I also assisted in programming
for the second half of the year and organised interviews, communicated
and liaised with hirers via email, phone and in person. I also learnt
marketing skills and created E.O.I. application forms which I distributed
to Metanoia's networks. I also applied for the licensing rights for plays
Metanoia put on. Towards the second half of the year I co directed my
second production ever at the Mechanics Institute which was a huge feat
for me.
I also produced and performed in a play Zamunda I had co written
with the Flemington Theatre Group, a theatre collective predominantly
consisting of young African artists at the Mechanics Institute as part of the
Melbourne Fringe Festival. I also acted in two of Metanoia's productions
which was a great opportunity to refine my craft and work with established
artists. My work as an artistic associate has really allowed me to immerse
myself in the theatre and performance world. I feel more confident in
my ability not only as a performer but in the business, managerial and
organisational end of things. I highly recommend programs such as these
for young artists entering the industry.
Tariro Mavondo

TESTIMONIALS & SUPPORT
I was involved as an actor in a
season of short works by Raimondo
Cortese at Metanoia last year.
The process was dynamic and
thoroughly enjoyable.
I was impressed by the mix of
audience who attended and
particularly local young people who
after the performance told me that it
was their first time in the theatre and
that they would be coming back! The
eclectic mix of programmed work is
refreshing.I particularly enjoyed the
performance Dumb Waiter last year,
which was directed and performed
beautifully.
Joseph Sherman
Inotrope Productions

Since its inception I have crossed paths with Metanoia Theatre
Company on a few occasions and I certainly do hope to
continue my relationship with them in the years to come, be it
as a spectator, be it as a theatre professional, be it as a local
citizen welcoming a very much needed Artistic Hub in this part
of town - allowing the locals getting involved in the theatre Metanoia weekly actors' workouts are not only fun but also a
very important social occurrence.
Their season programming also allows the local component
and in such way helps to build local identity - an important
thing in arts but in life especially(a sold out season of
"Centerlink - the Musical" being a prime example). An exciting
mixture of world known classical plays, Australian new writings
delivered by culturally diverse companies/artists applies a
perspective through which we can place ourselves in the wider
context.
As an industry professional I am delighted to say that
working with Metanoia as a host company is a pleasure: very
professional, always helpful and supportive.
If I was to describe Metanoia in three points I'd say:
1. Very exciting.
2. Very professional
3. Much needed!
Thank you Metanoia.
Lech Mackiewicz
(Auto Da Fe Theatre)

Melbourne City Ballet thoroughly enjoyed working
with Metanoia Theatre, Mechanics Institute led by
Gorkem Acaroglu. The team were polite,efficient and
knowledgable, making the experience of working
within a new space of minimal stress (something
many would not believe possible). Based on our
experience with Gorkem and her team during our
season "Carmen" in 2014, we are returning to the
Metanoia in May 2015 for our contemporary season
"Exhale". We very much look forward to returning to
Metanoia and working together in the future.
Michael Pappalardo
Artistic Director
Melbourne City Ballet

Over the past two years I have attended a number
of shows at the Mechanics Institute in Brunswick.
The Metanoia Theatre Group do an amazing job at
arranging, organising and presenting the shows myself
and my family have attended. The atmosphere at the
venue on show nights is welcoming and well planned.
The shows are professional and of high quality, I cannot
speak highly enough of my impression of Metanoia
and the work they do. I look forward with anticipation
to my next visit and theatrical experience and hope to
continue to enjoy their fantastic work into the future.
Andrew Buchanan

TESTIMONIALS & SUPPORT

Metanoia Productions—Season 1
Performances: 24
Paid Attendences: 1083
Comps: 195
Total Attendances: 1278
Programmed Productions—Season 1
Performances: 117
Paid Attendences: 4569
Comps: 982
Total Attendances: 5551
Workshops—Season 1
Workshop Sessions: 22
Paid Participants: 82
Special Events—Season 1
Events: 10
Attendees: 488
Launch Events—Season 1
Events: 13
Attendees: 535

FACTS & FIGURES—2014
Metanoia Productions—Season 2
Performances: 16
Paid Attendences: 136
Comps: 116
Total Attendances: 252
Programmed Productions—Season 2
Performances: 120
Paid Attendences: 4679
Comps: 754
Total Attendances: 5433
Workshops—Season 2
Workshop Sessions: 23
Paid Participants: 145
Special Events—Season 2
Events: 15
Attendees: 567

Artistic Direction of
Metanoia’s productions,
Live Works program and
General curated Program
is overseen by the Artistic
Directorate made up of
Gorkem Acaroglu, Greg
Ulfan, and Shane Grant.
These decisions are
informed by the Artistic
Associates to ensure that
the Artistic Program is
informed by a wide range of
skills and expertise.

Görkem Acaroglu
Görkem has an extensive background directing theatre with artists from various
cultural backgrounds, from little heard perspectives, for diverse audiences. Her
politically engaged theatre works include Yet to Ascertain the Nature of the Crime
(2010), Haneef: The Interrogation (2008) and The Habib Show (2006).
Görkem has a Masters of Creative Media; Masters of Film and Video; a Graduate
Diploma of Directing from the Victorian College of the Arts (VCA); and a Bachelor of
Honours Theatre University of New South Wales (UNSW). She was previously the
Multicultural Programs Manager in Western Sydney where she created professional
and community engaged theatre and art projects, and was also Creative Producer
of Melbourne Workers Theatre from 2010-2012.
An inaugural Sidney Myer Creative Fellow in 2012, Görkem is also the Executive
Creative Director of The 24 Hour Experience and Artistic Director of the Mixed
Reality Performance Lab, Artlab.
Greg Ulfan
A graduate of the Victorian College of the Arts (VCA), Greg has worked as an actor
and a director with Australian theatre companies including Not Yet It’s Difficult
(NYID), Melbourne Theatre Company (MTC), Malthouse, Sydney Theatre Company
(STC), LaMama, and has appeared in an array of Australian TV shows.

OUR PEOPLE
THE METANOIA TEAM
Görkem Acaroglu
Greg Ulfan
Shane Stewart Grant
Aidan Fennessy—FOH Manager

He has also worked for over ten years as an interpreter and actor with Russian
theatre director, Professor Leonid Verzub (a student and co-worker of Maria Knebl).
When he’s not working on shows, Greg can be seen teaching and running actors’
workshops.
Shane Stewart Grant
Shane is an accomplished lighting designer having worked extensively with
companies like Ranters Theatre, The Torch Project, NYID and many others.
With a BA Dramatic Arts (Production) Victorian College of the Arts (VCA), Shane

Lara Thoms—Artist Development Coordinator

was previously Production Manager with Strange Fruit, and Technical Manager

Raimondo Cortese—Artistic Associate

College, a position that he has held for eight years.

Dagmara Gieysztor—Artistic Associate

Aidan Fennessy
FOH Manager
Aidan Fennessy is a writer, director, dramaturg and theatre practitioner. His plays
have been produced by the Melbourne Theatre Company, HotHouse, Griffin, Rock
Surfers Theatre, and Blackswan State Theatre Company. Aidan works across the
independent sector as well as with the major companies.

Darius Kedros—Artistic Associate
Taya Brendle—Communications Advisor

at Gasworks Theatre. He is currently the Audio Visual Technician for St Kevin’s

Lara Thoms
Artist Development Coordinator
Lara Thoms is an inter-disciplinary artist. She has made projects at the Museum
of Contemporary Art, Performance Space and the Malthouse. She also works with
collectives Aphids, and Field Theory, and was previously a producer for Next Wave
festival.

